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17th November, 1644. I walked to Villa Borghese, a
house and ample garden on Mons Pincius, yet somewhat
without the city walls, circumscribed by another wall full
of small turrets and banqueting-houses; which makes it
appear at a distance like a little town. Within it is an
elysium of delight, having in the centre of it a noble
palace; but the entrance of the garden presents us with
a very glorious fabric, or rather door-case, adorned with
divers excellent marble statues. This garden abounded
with all sorts of delicious fruit and exotic simples, foun-
tains of sundry inventions, groves, and small rivulets.
There is also adjoining to it a vivarium for ostriches,
peacocks, swans, cranes, etc., and divers strange beasts,
deer, and hares. The grotto is very rare, and repre-
sents, among other devices, artificial rain, and sundry
shapes of vessels, flowers, etc.; which is effected by
changing the heads of the fountains. The groves are of
cypress, laurel, pine, myrtle, and olive. The four sphinxes
are very antique, and worthy observation. To this is a
volary, full of curious birds. The house is square with
turrets, from which the prospect is excellent toward
Rome, and the environing hills, covered as they now are
with snow, which indeed commonly continues even a
great part of the summer, affording sweet refreshment.
Round the house is a baluster of white marble, with fre-
quent jettos of water, and adorned with a multitude of
statues. The walls of the house are covered with antique
incrustations of history, as that of Curtius, the Rape of
Europa, Leda, etc. The cornices above consist of fruit-
ages and festoons, between which are niches furnished
with statues, which order is observed to the very roof.
In the lodge, at the entry, are divers good statues of
Consuls, etc., with two pieces of field artillery upon car-
riages, ( a mode much practiced in Italy before the great
men's houses) which they look on as a piece of state
more than defense. In the first hall within, are the
twelve Roman Emperors, of excellent marble; between
them stand porphyry columns, and other precious stones
of vast height and magnitude, with urns of oriental
alabaster.- Tables of pietra-commessa: and here is that
renowned Diana which Pompey worshiped, of eastern
marble: the most incomparable Seneca of touch, bleeding
in an huge vase of porphyry^ resembling the drops of of the pile is the suffering of St. Laurence paintede,
